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the comments of other departments of the Government of India
and service associations on the above proposals to reach them
before 1-4-1940 to enable them to issue final orders expeditiously.
The External Affairs Department had no comments on the
proposals. The Record Sorters and Duftris Association repre-
sented strongly against any reduction in the emoluments of the
inferior servants on account of the then existing high cost and
low standard of living. While approving the proposal regarding
house rent allowance, the Legislative Department observed that a
reduction in the compensatory allowance would evoke consider-
able discontent among the inferior staff. The Department of
Education, Health and Lands agreed to the proposal as far as new
entrants were concerned. As regards reduction of the compen-
satory allowance drawn by old entrants, they expressed the views
that the saving would be hardly commensurate with the great
dissatisfaction which would be caused. While stating that the
proposals did not affect them the Legislative Assembly Depart-
ment stated that the inferior servants enjoying the local allowance
ever since they were employed, especially those drawing Rs. 17
and upwards would be hard hit as they would have to forego
about half the allowances they were drawing. They were of the
view the prevalent cost of living was much the same as in Simla
for which the allowance was originally sanctioned and therefore
suggested that in addition to the house rent allowance, the
personal compensatory allowance might be fixed for old entrants
at Rs. 3-0-0 per mensem for those drawing R. 14-0-0 but less than
Rs. 17-0-0 and at Rs. 4-0-0 per mensem for those drawing Rs. 17
and upwards and for new entrants appointed upto 30th September
at Re. 1-0-0 per mensem. The Defence and Commerce, Com-
munication, Political, Railway and Labour Departments were not
also in favour of the proposed reduction on the ground that the
cost of living was high and it would cause distress to the low-paid
staff. The Secretariat of the Governor-General (Public) did not
consider it opportune to reduce the allowances and recommended
a compensatory allowance of Rs. 2-0-0 per mensem to new
entrants employed at Delhi. The departments consulted were
not in favour of the reduction of the compensatory allowance,
while they supported the proposal for the grant of house rent
allowance.